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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Kiosk Work Days: July 20
th

 & 27
th

 6 p.m. 

at Dan Koenig’s farm on Church Drive  

 

Club Barbecue August 12
th

 at 5 p.m. at the 

Old School House on the corner of Pioneer 

Road and Helena Flats Road. 
 
Next Meeting:    
August 7, 2017   7:00 p.m. at the old School 
House on the corner of Pioneer Road and 
Helena Flats Road. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Newsletter 
J uly  2017  

Contact Information:  

President: Bob Thomson  
 V.P. Shane Coker 
Treasurer: Joy Brechel 
Secretary: Lyndsey Burlingham 
Newsletter:  
lyndseyburlingham@gmail.com 
Liaison: Dan Koenig 
Historian: Sarah Sundelius  
  

FaceBook:     Big Sky 4 Wheelers 

 

www.bigsky4wheelers.com 

 

http://www.bigsky4wheelers.com/
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J uly  Meeting Minutes  

The regular meeting of the Big Sky Four Wheelers was called to order by President Bob 

Thomson at 7 p.m. 

Minutes from June approved as written.  

New guest and members: Fernanda & Nick Smith and Jim Richey  

Treasures Report: Paid member dues to the MT 4x4 Association and had a deposit for 

dues.  

Committee Report 

 Liaison: Bob talked to Jolene and the Forest Service has put signs up showing how to 

get to the trailhead from the Kila side. They have some emblems on them that are too small 

to see so they have some new ordered to make them bigger.  

Jolene was also concerned about some weeds growing on the connector routes. There was 

one spot on the connector that was not able to be sprayed for weeds this time but will get it 

taken care of. 

 Webpage: Nothing new on the webpage. We have 2 webpages, the Big Sky Four 

Wheelers page and Blacktail Wild Bill ORV Trail webpage. Bob had an idea to put the 

directions to the trailhead on the Blacktail Wild Bill webpage since there isn’t much on that 

page and it does get some hits. The Big Sky Four Wheelers page doesn’t get that many hits 

need to figure out how to get people to find that. The Blacktail Wild Bill webpage purpose is 

to be informative not club orientated but have links to get back to the clubs and things. The 

other thing to put on the Blacktail Wild Bill webpage is all the information from 1979 when 

it was declared a national ORV trail.  

            Work Weekend/Rock Garden: JR has a friend that has a lowboy that can haul rock 

up to the trail with and a front end loader to move it around with. Need to work out the 

details still but the idea is to load the loader up on the lowboy, take it up to the mountain, get 

rocks, and then we would have a way of unloading them there. Bob, JR and his friend will 

go up there together to get everyone on the same page as to where everything is going and 

how to do it; show the driver our ideas and see what he is comfortable with. If we could get 

him to Pack Rat Junction, that is the ideal spot. We could open that up enough to where he 

could turn around there and the loader could get the rocks down the trail. The other possible 

spot for the rock garden is where they brush from Truman Saddle up toward the trail, they 

brush that whole road out really well, there’s a big flat. It’s a nice spot that you could 

possibly get turned around with a lowboy. 
 

 

If you donôt have an FM radio, please consider getting one soon. They have amazing range and add a great 

degree of safety. 

The Big Sky Four Wheelers now have our own FM Radio frequency that we can use at any time.  We should all 

consider taking advantage of it.  This permits us to keep in touch over the entire OHV trail system and the 

Flathead Valley, when standard CBôs and Cell phones donôt have signal or range. 
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July Meeting Minutes (cont.) 

 

Work Weekend/Rock Garden (cont.) There is a Forest Service road that goes down 

quite a ways and is gated, there’s the main road you’re coming up on, there’s the main 

road that goes up to Eagle Junction and then there’s the trail that we come down on with 

the big log drop. We would have to clean some trees out there. It’s flat for a little ways 

and then it gets steep fairly quick. This spot is not as good as Switchbacks of Doom. 

There is more room to watch and get rigs turned around at Switchbacks of Doom; it is a 

nicer spot all the way around.  Another downside to the other spot is that we don’t 

typically spend a lot time and effort on that side if the rock was to need maintenance.  

 Snow Bash: Date is January 13
th

, 2018. Nothing new this month.  

 

Trail Run Report:  Father’s day run on the trail, some people camped; had 6 rigs 

Saturday and 5rigs Sunday, made it anywhere we wanted to go, had good weather and 

there wasn’t too much dust.  

Old Business 

  

Kiosks and signs: We’ve got all the wood from the Forest Service to build the kiosks; 

it’s at Dan K’s shop. Martin, Dan, Bob and Jim had a work session and the main 

structure of the kiosks are all cut, stacked, piled and ready to assemble roofs. We need 

to assemble the roofs, drill the holes in the uprights and cut the bolts to length. There is 

quite a bit of work to do. Dan needs to get them out of the current building they are in 

and has another spot we could store them.  

          Work Session for signs on July 20
th
 and 27

th
 at 6 pm at Dan Koenig’s shop on 

Church Drive. Just before you get to end where you have to turn either right to stay on 

Church Drive or left onto Prairie View, those buildings to the left is Dan’s family’s 

place. You turn in at the large warehouse with steel supports coming off the end of it 

and follow it in. Bob sent a message to the boy scouts to possibly have the older scouts 

help work on the kiosks but they usually don’t do much in July and August so it might 

be bad timing for them.  

If we could get the tops framed up, plywooded and shingled, that would be a big help. 

Then do another work weekend in September or October to get 2 or 3 of the kiosks put 

in. Jeff did get paint from Jolene to get kiosks painted.  

            Brushing: Still waiting to talk to a guy about brushing the Dayton side of the 

trail this fall when he is available.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Big Sky Four Wheelers Page 4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July Meeting Minutes (cont.)  
 

New Business  

             Poker Run: Some of us participated in the Rail line Poker Run in Marion. It was 

a good day, had an awesome meal afterwards.  

 Look into having a poker run on the trail with Mudman Burgers possibly having their 

food truck up at the gravel pit. The club wouldn’t make any money, just be a poker run 

for something to do. We could have 5 card draw spots that were fairly easy to get to and 

have 2 spots that were harder for bonus draws and then the best hand of 5 wins the 

money. We can kick this idea around and figure something out.          

July Trail Run:  No trail run; too hot and dusty.  

 

Club Barbecue August 12
th

 5 p.m. at the old Pioneer School House.  Potluck style, 

everyone bring their favorite side dish.   

Fair Parade: A bunch of us participated in the fair parade last year. It was fun but 

$10/rig is too high. If we can get the price down, we might be interested in doing it again.  

Next Meeting August 7
th

 at 7 p.m.  

 

Meeting Adjourned 7:53 p.m.  
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